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ABSTRACT

A follow-up study was conducted in 1987 to assess the
use and effectiveness of "Minimum Library Use Skills: Standards,
Test, and Dibliography®™ (MLUS), which had been distributed to all
members of the Wisconsin Association of Academic Librarians in 1985.
Some copies of this publication had been sold, and it is also
available in ERIC microfiche. A questionnaire was sent to the
instruction librarians of 106 academic libraries (22 responses
returned) in Wisconsin to determine whether they had used MLUS, and a
similar questionnaire was sent to 490 high school library media
specialists (30 responses returned) to determine whether they had
used MLUS or "Wisconsin Library Media Skills Guide™ (HWLMS3).
Responses to the survey indicated that there was a perceived need for
standardized library skills in both academic and high school
librarios, and it is suggested that there is also a need for greater
cooperation between the two groups in develoring their bibliographic
instruction programs. Less than 7% of the responding high schools
reported using MLUS. Although HLMSG does address meny of the
competencies outlined in the more recent MLUS, it is suggested that
needs would be better served if high school librarians were aware of
what academic librarians were expecting of their college bound
students, and conversely, academic librarians would better serve
their students if they knew what backgreinds these students had.
Copies of both survey instruments ar. appended. (EW)
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MLUS -1

The Education and Library lUse Committee of WAAL (Wisconsin
ficssocration of fAcademic Librariams), a division of the Mi=consin
Library Association, 1n 1784, compiled aid published Mirimum

Library Use Skills: Standards, Test, and HRibliography (MLUS). The

document i1dentifies the 13 minimum library use skills to be
attained by college students by the sophomore year to be success-
ful 1n colleg=. The test provides examples of que=stionz= which
may be used to assess college studente’ knowledge of the 13 mini-—

mumn l:brary uce

n

ki1lls. Manyv gQuestions are applicab.e i1in =211
ltbraries, some need to be adapted to a particular library such
as testing the knowlecdge of the physical arrangement of materials

and services, and i1nterpreting a library’'s periodical holdings.

The publication went through two printings (1000 copies). It
was distributed to all members of WAAL i1n 1985. S0O8 copies were

sold. It 1= alsa available 1n ERIC microfiche (ED 263 9Z6).

In 1987, the Education and Library Use Committee did a fol-
low-up study i1n an attempt to assess the use and effectiveness of
the standard library use skills for college and high school stu-
dents 1n Wisconsin. A gquestionnaire was sent to instruction
librari1ans of 106 academic libraries i1n Wisconsin. A simlar
questionnaire was sent o 490 high school med:ia specialistz to
find out 1f they had ever used this publication or a stmilar pub-—

li1cation the Wiscorsin Library Media Skills Guide (WLMSG) pub-

lished by the Wisconsin School Library Media Association 1n 1979,

which outlines =imilar skills for students i1n grades bk-1_.
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0f the 1046 academic libraries surveyed, 27 responses were
received (20.75%); only 30 of the 490 school media specialists
responded (6.1%7). A likely explanation for this low response
rate may be poor timing, since the surveys were mailed in May,
near the end of the acsdemic year. And the :ssue under study may
not have heen viewed as directly relevant to their own i1nterests.

The result 1= summarized i1n Table 1.

ACEDEMIC 1 IBRARIES OUESTIONMNAIRE

0Of those responding, 67.6% were familiar with the Minimum
Library Use Sl1lls and 49.9% used 1t their BRI programs. Some
torm of library skills document {(either MLUS or other:! was used
by 59.1%Z of the respondents i1n developing their instruction pro-
aram. 81.8% felt thet such documents are uszeful. The question-
naire did not ash why it is not used, but we surmise that i1n most
academic institutions, Bl 1s limited to a single class period,
andsor 15 dependent on faculty cooperation, so 1t 1s not feasible

to apply tests to =tudents.

Specific octher sources used in place of or i1n addition to the

Minimum lLibrary Use Slkills i1nclude the CRL Standards and Guide-—

lines for BI 1n Academic Libraries; Conference on Use of Lollege
and University Libraries, U. of CA. BRerkeley, 1970; EBSS Lompe-
tencies for Students in Education: and the UW-Farkside Frogram s

oblect:i ves.

Three responded that demonstration of competency i1n library

skills 18 A requirement at treir i1nstitutions: ene 1= a require-—

ERIC 4
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MLUS ~3-

ment for Englicsh 102; one stated that 1t will be required for
teacher cert:fication: and one stated that it 1s required of stu-
dents hefore they have accumulated 65 credits. All three i1nsti-

tutions are tamiliar with the flinimum Library Use Skills, though

two did not use 1t. All three cited using other documents and
had developed their own sets of skills or competencies for the:ir

students. Two of them use the workbook approach.

HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARIES QUESTIONMNAIRE
0f the high school respondents, 93.3% have not used Minimum

l.2brary Use s5kills though 63.32% have used the Wicscomsin Librarwv

Media Skills Guide., and 79.1% have used some librarv skills docu-

ments in developing a BI program. Interestingly, many more
schools have self-developed programs: 73.3% as compared to 36.4%
of zcademic libraries, and less find sucn documents useful: &3.37%
as compared to 81.8%. More high schorls (26.7%) have a library
competency reguirement than academic i1nstitutions (13.6%) as

anticipated.

The survey revealed high schoclse use other sources more
often. Among those cited are: curriculum guides from various
school districts: goals and objectives developed by schoole of
the Self Evaluation Consortium in Wiscoasin;g Ohio Curriculum Out-

line; Dear Faculty by JoAnne Nurdlirg (Westwood, Ma: Faxon,

1976): Librarv Media Skills and the Senior High Schocl English

Frogram by Mary H-ckman (Littleton, CO: Libraries Unlimited,

1985)3 School Librarian as Educator by Lillian Wehmever (Little-

L

\;ﬁn, €O: Libraries Unlimited, 1984); Instruction 1i1n School
PAruntext provided by eric 5




Library Media Center Use, edited by Thomas L Hart (ALA, 190%);

Learning the Library by Anne k. Beaubien and others (N.Y.:

Bowker, 1982); and School Library-Media Stills Test by Anne M

Hvland {Littleton, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 1986).

The high school library programs vary as widely as the acza-
demic lipbrary programs. The spectrum ranges from no program to
highly structured programs such as: 10th grade - card catalog,
11th gr «de — tey refe ence materizle, 1Zth grade - online data-
bacse searching. HMany programs i1r between have library skills

unite 1ncorpor ated with English classes.

SUMMARY

In summary, our results 1ndicate that indeed there i1s a per-
cerved need for standardized library skills i1 both academic
libraries and high school libraries. However, we believe also
that greater cooperation must be developed between these two
groups. Less than 7% of high schools responding reported using

the Minimum Library Use Skills i1n developing their Bl programs.

Although the Misconsin tibrary Media Skills Guide does address

many ot the competencies outlined i1n the Minimum Library Use

Skills, 1t would better serve all of our needs 1f high school
librariancs were aware of what academic librariecs were expecting
of their college bound students within theé two years following
graduation. (onversely, academic librarians would better serve

their students 1f they knew what baclkgrounds they had.

The Wisconsin Library Media Skills Guide recently underwent a

f
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revision. Any future documents would be more useful 1§ they
reflect what s recoomended in preceding and succeeding levels of
fibrary 1nstruction. In this way, all programs will ke better

coordinated and proceed at arn appropriate rate.
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TABLE 1

rLUS

by rcademic (N=2.l) and High School (N=30) tLibraries.

it
(B
13
Q4.
asS:
Q6

ACADEMIC LIBRARIES

.—b_

of VES, MO, & NA Responses to each survey question

Survevy Cuestion Response Freguency (%)

Yes Mo hisy
Familarity w/HMLUS 14(63.6) B(36.4) 0Oy
Use of MLUS 9{40.9) 10(45.5) Zil3.e!
Use ot Other Sources 2(40.9) 13(59.1) Q)
Sel f-developed Skille/Competency 8(36.4) 14¢635.6r OO,
Usetulness of M_US 18(81.8) 2¢ 9.1) Z(7.1)
Competencvy Requurement 3(13.6) 19(86.4) Q0D

HIGH SCHOGL LIBRARIES

Survey COuestion Response Freguency (%)

Yes Mo MA
lise of Uil MSR 194673, 11036.7)Y 00D
Use of MLUS 2¢ 6.7) 28(935.3) 0w
Use of Cther Sources 13¢(435.3) 17(36.7) QD)
Self-developed Skills/Competency 22(73.3) B{Z6.7) L)
Usefulness 192(63.73) F(10,0)  8(26.7
Competency Requiremer * 8(26.7) 21¢70.0) 1( Z.3)

MLUS = Minimum Libraryv Use Skills
WI_MS5G = Wiscons:in Laibrary Media Stills Guide




Appendix A - Questionnaire to academic libraries
June 1587

Dear Colleague,

The Educsation and Libdrary Use Committee of WAAL is attempting to
assess the use and effectiveness of standard library use akills
for college and high achool atudents in Wisconsin. In 1983-1984,
this committoe developed the Minimum Library Use Skills (svail-
able through ERIC, ED 283 926), which outlinea the basic akills
that academic librarisns in Wisconsin feel ought to bo learned by
each college/university student within th2ir firat two years of
college enrollment. If you have implemented or adapted this
document to suit the needs of your particular institution, or if
you have developed your own set of library competencies, we would
greatly appreciate hearing about it. Plesse answer the following
questions and fecl free to elaborste and sdd any comments you say
have regarding this issue.

1. Are you familiar with the Minimum Library Use Skilla?

2. Have you used the Minimum Library Use Skills in any way
in designing s library instruction program? If so, how was
it used?

3. Have you used any other similar document in designing or
developing an instruction program? If i0, plesse cite the
source.

4. Have vou Asveloped your own aet of skills or compe-
tencies for students in you: library? Please elsborate as
fully as possible (s coyv would be helpful, if svailable).

8. Do you feel such documents are useful? practical? Why or
why not?

6. Is demonatration of competency in library akills s
requirement in your achool (i.s. for s particulsr clasa; for
graduation, evo.)?

7. Additional comments?

Please return your responses by July 20, 1887 to:

Scott Mandernack
UN - Whitewater Library
Whitewater, Wiaconsir 53190

THANK YOU POR YOUR COOPERATION!

9




Aprendix B - questionnaire sent tc school media centers

My 1987

Dewr Collesgwe,

The Edweation and Lideary Use Committee of the Wisconsin Association of Acsdemic Lidrarisas (WAAL) &
siteRJRInG to assess the wse and effectiveness of staréard library wse skills for college aad Xigh school stwdeats 1a
Visconsin. In 1983 - 1984, this committer developed the Minimum Lidrwry Use Skill; (avsiladle tough ERIC, ED
263 926), which owtlines the Dasis skills that academic Librnsas in Wiseonsin feel owgit to be Jesraed by ench
college/waiversity stuleat within their first two years of college ewollment. Another doctment, the Viscoasm Lidrwy
Madi Skills Guile (ywblished in 1979 Dy the Viscoasin School Library Madia Associstion), owtlines simubw skalls for
students fa grades K - 12.

X you have implemented or adapted either of these Socuments to suit the aeds of yow particuls institwtio, or if you
have developed yow owa set of library competencies, we would grestly appreciste hearing abowt i.. Please answer the
followiag questions, and feel free to elaborate and sl say comments You may have reganding this issve.

1. mvemmammmmmeusammnusmammmzmm
pogna? Ko, ow was it wsed? X aot, why aot?

2. Have you vsed the Mininwm Libewy Use Skills in say way in designing s library instructior prognm? X so,
bow wis & wel?

3. Have you wsed any other simil documen® in designing or developing a3 instruction program? I so, please cite
the sowree.

4. Have you dewelopel yow own set of skills or competencies for stwdeat: in yow Library? Please slaborate as
fully ss possidle (a copy would be Delpful, ¥ available).

3. Do youfeel such documents sre wseful? practical? Wiy or why not?

6. Is demonstration of competency in lidrury skills & requirement in your sehool {1¢ for a particulsr class, for
galwation, ete )?

7. Ablitiossl conments?

Please retum you responses by June 19, 1987 ©:

Scrit Mandernack
UW - Whiewater Libvary
Whitewe>1, Wiscoasin 53190

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CIORPERA‘I'ION'




